Hr. B. §. Ereazeala -2~ Roveuber 12, 1955

"0a deeds, instru=ents, or vwritings whereby any lzode,
tecezents, or other real 2 Or any Intavest therain,
shall ba granted - -~ - ¢

. Section 65-689, 1962 Code of Lavs of South Carolina, imposes .
8 stamp rax ou:

"4 dead, inscriément oy writing vhercby any lznds, tenerents

or other realty sold shall be granted, assigead, traznsferrcd

or otharwise comoveyed - « o

fefther “eecezents" nor "realty" includes a lesse for a tera of years,
zod cur ststute doas not impose the tax cn "lands - - - or sny interast
therein,” as does the Plorida statute. Words and Phrases V., 36 at

P 392, Realty, and V, 41 at p. 551, Tenement, CT

- In view of the foregoing authorities and statutes, coupled
with the wall established priacciple thzt sny doubt as to whether or aot
@ tax is applicable zust ba resolved in favor of the taxpayer, it is
the opinion of this Office that the South Carolina docuzentary stamp tax
is not applicadble to leases of real property for specified terms,
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